Ahoy! Colonel Nigel Fabbersham here with splendid news indeed! 
Pve just recently completed a most extraordinary humorological dig of a 
deserted site at 485 MADison Ave., former home of MAD! 


ver 


While exploring the most remote corners of the 
excavation, I unearthed literally hundreds of 

pages of utter nonsense — among them, 
AL JAFFEE’s MAD Book oF 

MAGIC AND OTHER DIRTY TRICKS! 
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This remarkably moron- 
ic material never before 
appeared in MAD 
Magazine! Sure as my 
name is Fabbersham, I 
knew instinctively to fol- 
low my instincts and 
turn my discovery over 
to the infamous MAD 
editors at their new 
digs, so that they could 
in turn share it with 
the entire world! 


THE LANGUID 
“CUTTING AND RESTORING” 
TRICK 


A a man for his tie. This trick is 
particularly effective if it's a very 
expensive tie. Now, whip out a pair 
of shears and deftly snip the tie in — <4 
two. Of course, your volunteer 
will either attempt to kill you or 
cry like a baby, Or both, This 
can be dangerous and disgusting 
and should be avoided. Thus, 
quickly assure him that you 

will magically restore his tie to 
one piece. Place each half of 
the tie in a different pocket of 
your jacket. Then, pretend to strain 
and sweat for as long as you feel 
necessary to build suspense. 
Suddenly, after exclaiming 
“Cravat, cravat ...in two seconds flat!" 
you pull the tie out... in ONE PIECE! 


OW THE TRICK IS DONE 


Your real hands are actually inside 
dummy rubber ones that are 
attached to your sleeves. After you 
put the tie halves into your pockets, 
you withdraw your hands inside 
your coat where you have concealed 
needle and thread. Through openings 
on the inside of your pockets you 
reach in and get the tie halves, It is 
then a simple matter to sew the tie 
halves together during the time you 
pretend to strain and sweat. Only 
you're not pretending. If you think 
sewing under these conditions is 

a snap, try it sometime. Anyway, 
when you're finished, replace the 

tie in a pocket and you're ready to 
conclude the trick, 
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THE PRINCELY 


“SWALLOWING A LIVE EEL” 
TRICK 


his is mot so much a trick as a bit of divertimento 

to help warm up the audience. On the table next 
to you is a fish tank. Tell the audience you forgot to 
have dinner, heightening their glee by tucking your 
handkerchief under your chin like a bib, and then reach 
into the tank and pull out a wildly wriggling eel. You 
pop the eel into your mouth, and while the audience is 
still sputtering and choking, tell them how you fooled 
them with a rubber eel which you made life-like by 
wiggling with your fingers. To prove it, you reach into 
your mouth and extract a limp eel and say, “See, what 
did | tell you? It's a phony eel." As you are saying this, 
drop the limp eel into the tank and suddenly it cornes 
to life and swims away, to everyone's bemusement. 


HOW THE TRICK IS DONE 


The trick is that you do indeed swallow a rubber eel. But, tucked carefully 
inside your mouth is a real ANESTHETIZED eel. When you remove it, it 
hangs limp and unconscious and you tell everyone it is rubber. However, 
when dropped into cold water it instantly revives and gives the impression of 
a rubber eel coming to life. A totally fulfilling and delightfully disarming trick. 


ANESTHETIZED LIVE 
EEL IN MOUTH 


SWALLOWED 
RUBBER EEL 


HOW THE TRICK IS DONE 


NEEDLE-SHARP PRONGS 


H: up what looks 
like an ordinary 
table knife for your audi- 
ence to see, Tell them 
that your body contains 
the special magic power 
of magnetism. To prove 
it, you grasp the knife in 
your clenched fist. Say 
a few magic words and 

PRESTO... when you 
open your fist the knife 
remains stuck to your 
hand, no matter how 
violently you wave it 
around. 


Naturally, the business of mag- 
netism in your body is a lot 
of baloney, even though some 
people say you have a "mag- 
netic personality” or "animal 
magnetism’. The trick here 

is a specially designed knife 

in which the blade part slides 
forward to reveal two needle- 
sharp prongs. When placing the knife in the hand you simply 
clamp the prongs into the fleshy part of your hand, Thus, the 
most violent waving of the hand can't possibly dislodge it. 


Note: Practice not 
to strike a vein as the resultant gush of blood will obviously spoil the trick, 17 
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ing when you drive the prongs horne. Also take care not 


THE FORCEFUL 
“BRINGING A ROPE TO LIFE” 
TRICK 


T: a length of rope out of your pocket and place it on the HOW THE TRICK IS DONE 


table. Then tell your audience that with two taps of your 


To begin with, the rope is no ordinary 
s a braided piece in which one of 
braids has been remow 


magic wand you can bring the rope to life, which you proceed 
ed rapture and acclaim of your viewers. 


and replaced 
t length. At 
each end of the "rope! a tiny thumbtack is 


by a yellow snake of the r 


concealed. Thus, when you bring the rope 
out and place it on the table, you are actu: 
ally pushing down the thumbtacks. Then, 
wher 


o taps of your magic 
lly knock 


you give the t 


wand, you are act king each end 


the table, and the 


snake/rope will slither away. 


of the "rope 


You might practice first with ing and a 


ruly proficient at this 


m until you ar 
convulsing hoax on the people. 


ae 


? F 


THUMBTACK THUMBTACK 


CONCEALED CONCEALED 
THUMBTACK THUMBTACK 


18 
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HOW THE TRICK IS DONE 


THE EVER BAFFLING 
“ANIMATED OBJECTS” 


The genius behind this feat is that you do not 


ind 


it is actually a kang 


and that the n 


in mass-hypnosis of the audience but 

do hypnotize each object, about a half hour 
e going on. You suggest to the pencil that 
roo, that the pliers is an alliga- 
cker is a ballerina. Then 


you implant a post-hypnotic suggestion in them 
before bringing them back to normal, which is 
whenever they hear the command "COME 
ALIVE ...!", and at the snap of your fingers, they 
will once aga t like a kangaroo, an alligator, 
and a ballerina. A simple but effective trick, 


lace an ordinary pencil, pliers and 

nutcracker on a table. Tell your 
audience that you intend to mass- 
hypnotize them into believing they are 
seeing these objects come to life. Their 
unruly cries of “fat chance!" will soon 
turn to wonder and adulation as you 
intone the words "COME ALIVE ,,.!" 
and snap your fingers simultaneously. 
Right before their eyes, the pencil starts 
hopping, the pliers start snapping, and 
the nutcracker starts spinning 
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ARE YOU No, [m a bird! 
accan? 
m 


AW, CMON. 
ARE YOU A 
‘MAGICIAN? 


Il 
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AW, OUT 
KIDDING. 

ARE YOUA 
MAGICIAN? 


AW, C'MON, 
QUIT FOOLIN'. 


A 
MAGICIAN? 


THE HISTRIONIC 
“PICK A CARD” 
TRICK 


lan out a deck of cards. Ask someone in your audience to pick a card and replace it in your 

deck. Pretend to concentrate and strain for twenty or thirty minutes to build up suspense. 
Then, when the strain seems almost too unbearable, start to deal out the cards slowly. To everyone's 
utter delight and reverence, you will stop and identify the correct card. 


HOW THE TRICK IS DONE 


This is an extremely involved trick but it gave delight and got you reverence, didn't it? So, the illustrations on 
the page show exactly what is needed to effectively crown this trick with deserved glory and triumph. 


Assistant is planted in audience After he spots card picked, he In a back room he sends message 
with powerful binoculars notes it and sneaks out. .… by teletype. 


2 —)——— 
SAS TA) 
NZ 


Message arrives on the teletype Card's identity is reflected into Magician names card and silences 


22 in the magician's table. mirror in magician's ring, heckler with magic wand, 
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THE CUMULATIVE 
“BRASS RING” 
TRICK 


L et the audience Then place the ring on Moments later you remove the kerchief and reveal 
examine a small your head and cover it the astonishing fact that the ring is now tightly 

brass ring to prove that with a kerchief. around your neck. 

it is solid. 


HOW THE TRICK IS DONE BRASS RING 


You'll need a lot of greasy kid stuff 
on your hair for this one. Also, 
your hair should be long enough to 
touch your collar so that a pair of 
cables can be hidden in it. These 
cables run down your sleeves 

and end as loop-shaped cuff links, 
What happens is this: When you 
place the brass ring on your head 
you deftly hook a cable to each 
side. Then, while engaging the 
audience in light banter, you also 
secretly engage the cuff link loops 
to hooks sticking out oftwo holes 
in the table, These hooks lead to 
powerful motor-driven winches 
which pull the brass ring down 


\ 
A 


“e CABLE že), 
# 


ESQ 


U A A 
(res) 
| py) 


over your head with the eguivalent 
of about three tons of pressure. 


23 
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THE EDIFYING 


“EDUCATED ROPE” 
TRICK 


rasp a 

two foot 
length of rope 
and snap it 
like a whip. 
Miraculously, it 
will knot itself. 
Another snap 
and it unknots 
itself. Your 
audience will 
be ecstatic and 
bright-eyed at 
this feat. 


Practice is the 
key to this trick. ZA 
The following 
illustrations in 
slow motion 
show exactly 
what you must 
learn to do, N 


To unknot: 1. At start of trick, all fingers of 2. During snap, twist rope 3/8 inch 3. As rope starts upward, bend wrist 
Simply rope hand must touch rope. to right and hold 2/9 second. down 47 degrees for 1/19 second. 
reverse this 
procedure. 


4. As rope makes first knotting 5. As rope goes into second knotting — 6. Finally, spin thumb in a 3/4 inch 
approach, tweak it gently with ‘approach, snap index finger. are and trick is all finished. 
pinky. 
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MAD: THE LOST PA 


THE PERNICIOUS “FORCED CARD” TRICK 


ave a member of your audience name a card, 

Reach into your pocket, produce a deck, and 
ask him to pick a card. To everyone's complete 
astonishment, it will be the card he named, 


THE CORPUSCULAR “BLOOD FROM 


duce an ordinary stone, 

and let your audience f 
examine it. After they are 
convinced it is genuine, 
tell them you intend to 
squeeze it until blood 
flows. To their utter 
astonishment, and 
disgust, you proceed to 
cover the stage with blood. 


ORDINARY STONE 
# 


HOW THE TRICK IS DONE 


This trick is foolproof provided you have a good 
memory. The cards in the deck you produced in the 
foregoing trick were all the same so no matter what 
card the man picked, it had to be the one he named, 
"Ah", you say testily, "But what if he had named 
another card?" Well, here's where the good memory 
part comes in. Concealed on your person are fifty- 
two decks, each deck containing fifty-two ofthe same 
card. All you have to do is remember where the right 
deck is after the card is named. 


HOW THE TRICK IS DONE 


Any idiot knows you can't get blood from 
a stone. But did you ever hear anyone say, 
“You can't get blood from a magician ...?" 
That's why they'll never suspect you did it 
with a quantity of broken glass shards con 
cealed in your hand, 


Caution: Remember to inform the Stage Manager of 
your blood type before each and every performance. 25 
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THE PREVALENT 
“GREAT ESCAPE” 


Y: are bound head 
to toe with chains, 
ropes, cables, bandages, 
wire, straps, and Scotch 
tape, You are then placed 
in a laundry bag and low- 
ered into a tank of water: 
As the seconds tick away, 
the audience becomes 
more and more anxious 
and the suspense is 
strength-sapping. Finally, 
when the tension is 
tantamount to teeth- 
grinding, you emerge ... 
safe and sound! The 
audience, relieved 
because that most 
precious of all things, 
a human life, did 
not perish in the 
tank, will applaud 
enthusiastically, 


HOW THE TRICK IS DONE 


Though this is one of the most stupefying tricks of all, it is 
at the same time the simplest. The key to the whole 
thing is a midget hidden in the laundry bag. Working 
swiftly and surely, he unshackles, unwinds and generally 
releases you just in time for you to avoid drowning. 

An even better trick would be to figure out how to keep 
the midget from drowning. Maybe someday someone 
will! Meanwhile, the supply of midgets is quite plentiful." 


*Consult "Midget Mart” in your Yellow Pages. 


THE STARTLING 
“BUFFALO OUT OF A HAT” 
TRICK 
T: the audience that 
you intend to pull a 
buffalo out of your hat. 
They will chuckle derisively. 
But this will soon turn 
to repentance and 
astonishment as you 


proceed to pull a real 
live prairie buffalo 


HOW THE TRICK IS DONE H FIND THE 
The hat has a removeable top. Asyou | “ONE BIG MISTAKE” PUZZLE 


place it on the table, you palm the top 
and slip it up your sleeve. The hat then 
goes over a slit in the tablecloth which 


here is just one big mistake in this pictu 

it? We know that after hours of frustration, you'll be 
sorely tempted to give up. If you stick to it, were sure you'll 
find the result rewarding. If you give up, you'll find it even 
more rewarding. 


. Can you find 


is over a hole in the table. It is thus a 
simple matter to reach down and pull 
out the buffalo concealed inside. 


O... E HAT TOP 


4 SUTIN TABLECLOTH 


— HOLE IN TABLE 


ANSWER TO THE PUZZI 


The one big mistake in this picture is that it is the wrong 
picture. This one is for a puzzle titled “CAN YOU FIND 
THE 3,749 MISTAKES IN THIS PICTURE?” The picture with 
only one mistake in it somehow got put into another book. 
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BUFFALO HIDDEN UNDER TABLE 


ERLO TEG 
MAGICIAN 


ARE YOU DOING | || 
A TRICK? 


ARE YOU PULLING 
A RABBIT OUT 
OF A HAT? 
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THE SWELL MAD: THE LOST PAGES 
“CHOPPED-OFF FINGER” 


your pinky finger and you'd like someone to come 
up and chop it off. From the rush of volunteers, select 
one and give him a meat cleaver. Place your pinky on 
the block as shown and let the volunteer chop away. 


T“ the audience you've never found any use for : HOW THE TRICK IS DONE 


It is actually true that the pinky finger is expendable 
and can be removed surgically without impairing 
manual dexterity, Once this is done, buy a large 
supply of rubber pinkies which are easily attached 
to the hand with adhesive. Thus, when you offer 
your pinky to be chopped off, it is totally painless 
to you, But remember which hand has the phony, 
otherwise a nasty spectacle will occur onstage. 


U the center of this page there is a * Please note: A few rare people will 
spot. If you will stare at it for one full z see two spots right from the start. 
hour, something astounding will occur, E This is indicative of a specific eye 


Slowly but surely the spot will split into TE x disorder that should not be further 
two distinctly separate images, But aggravated by doing this trick. Besides, 
remember you must stare at the spot why would anyone with an incurable 
for a full hour. Anything less and all and fatal eye disease want to bother 
you'll see is the single spot" shown here. with silly tricks, anyway? 
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THE BREATH-TAKING 
“HUNG BY THE NECK? 
TRICK 


T your audience that you have learned muscle control to 
such a degree you can survive being hanged for an hour 
without ill effect. You then mount a scaffold and are hanged in 
the standard procedure, To heighten the dramatic impact, 
scream, choke, gurgle, roll your eyes and generally make the 
hideous and disgusting noises associated with a hanging. After 
dangling limply for awhile, 
abruptly flop your head to 
one side and pop out your 
tongue as if dead, Then, after 
the fainters and retchers in 
your audience have been 
revived and 
cleaned up, 
suddenly 
spring to 
life as good 
as new! 


You will need a twelve-inch length 
of steel pipe for this trick. After 

a little practice, you will learn to 
swallow it with the ease of a sword- 
swallower. Thus, when the noose 
tightens around your neck, your 
windpipe will not close completely 
and you can go on breathing. All 
that choking, gurgling, and disgust- 
ing noisemaking is just an act. 


Proof once again that the best 
tricks are the simple tricks! 
32 


THE MENDACIOUS 
CUBE TRICK 


ere we have a variety of odd-shapes. 

Can you cut them out and arrange 
them into a cube? This is a toughie so don't 
be ashamed to give up and look for the 
answer below, (Really, we didn't expect 
you to give up that fast!) 


ANSWER TO THE CUBE TRICK 


As we said, this is a toughie! But if you 
searched carefully, you should have found a 
cube somewhere. The best and easiest is a 
child's hollow plastic building block. Then, 
by simply removing one side, you can easily 
carry out the instructions for this trick, 
arranging the cut-out pieces "into a cube.” 


Some of you may have fallen into the trap 
of arranging the pieces to form words like 


‚or BEGU, or E B, but that's 
silly because they don't mean anything and 
besides, what would it have to do with 
arranging the cut-out pieces into a cube? 


MAD Copyright © 2006 by E.C. Publications, Inc. 


THE HILARIOUS 
“PRACTICAL JOKE” 
TRICK 


K for a volunteer from the audience and bet him a dollar 
you can do all of the following tricks ... 


(A) Throw a dozen eggs at him without breaking (B) Shave his head with a razor without disturbing 
a single one a single hair: 


(©) Snip his tie with scissors and then make it (D) Set fire to his wallet and restore it completely. 
whole again. 


(E) Drop a bowling ball on his foot without (F) Pour sulfuric acid over his entire body without 
causing any pain or swelling, inflicting any damage. 


HOW THE TRICK 


It is not! How in the world could it be? But so what! How else can you have so much fun for a buck ...? And 
your audience will love it. That is if they don't die of old age waiting for a volunteer to appear who is stupid 


enough to take this bet. 33 
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THE IMPOSSIBLE 


“CAMEL THROUGH THE EYE OF A NEEDLE” 
TRICK 


F centuries, the saying "like putting a camel 
through the eye of a needle" has been used to 


express the impossible. But now at last we can lay 
that old myth to rest. 


— Here we have a camel, right? 


a And there we have a needle, right? 


So, now let us proceed ...The first step The second step is to fly the camel 
is to load the through the eye 
= camel on a of the needle. So 


show me where it 
says what size 
needle ...? 


helicopter. 


36 
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No, Im a French 
chef about to 
prepare a gourmet 
meal of broiled En 
mouth, teeth è 

and tongue. 


ARE YOU A 
FIRE-EATER? 


No, a large ice 
‘cube is stuck in 
my throat and 
Im trying to 
melt it down. 


No, l'm minding 
them for a friend 
who is. He asked 
‘me not to lose 
his ploce. 


No, a bumbler! 
I've been trying 
to catch these 
balls for fifteen 
minutes, 


No, I'm a sidewalk 
pownbroker and 
this is the only 


way | can display 
the symbols of 
my trade, 
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THE INCOMPARABLE 
“TRAVELING WATCH" 
TRICK 


sk the audience for a watch and hold it in one hand with both hands outstretched, 
Close your hand on the watch, utter some magic words, and, thirty minutes later: 
to the audience's complete astonishment, the watch appears in your other hand. 


HOW THE TRICK IS DONE 


For this trick, you will reguire almost two thousand fleas. They are strong and easy to 
train. In this instance, you must train them to drag the watch into your right sleeve, 
across your chest, and out your left sleeve. After some practice you will get used to 
housing two thousand fleas on your person, without feeling you're going to itch yourself 
to death, 


FLEAS DRAGGING WATCH 


So ends Al Jaffee's MAD Book of Magic and Other Dirty Tricks! 
Next, a devilishly devious collection of smashing Spy Vs. Spy 
encounters dusted off from their long unavailable paperback files! 
| Watch for their. outstanding unveiling in MAD Super Special #108! 
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THE FLAGRANT 
“DISAPPEARING BILL” 
TRICK 


sk someone in the audience 

for a ten dollar bill, Hold it 
up for everyone to see and then 
with a wave of your magic wand... 
POOF ... it is gone. 


HOW THE TRICK IS DONE 


Here is an excellent example of magic wand wielding. The key to this trick is of course 
MISDIRECTION. As you hold up the ten dollar bill with one hand, you wave the magic 
wand with the other pressing a button that makes sparks fly out of the wand. During the 
moment that the audience is distracted, you pop the ten dollar bill into your mouth and 
swallow it. A good follow-up for this trick is the disgusting “REAPPEARING TEN DOLLAR 
BILL” TRICK but we'd just as soon (YECCHH!) skip it, if you don't mind, 


I’m afraid that’s all for now, chaps! But don’t despair! DIL 

be back before you can take the ham out of Buckingham 

| Palace with another installment of The Lost Pages of MAD! 
Cheeriol 
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